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THE THREE MUSKETEERS

In 1626 Louis XIIl reigned over the fair land of France. Never
had the Freocb Court appeued so brilliant; Ietell. m bunting
parties. state diDDera, court baUa followed one aother in uniDter
rupted sparkle. The Kine w. fOUDlIDd distinguished; the Queen
-AJme of Aaatria-beautiful, I III fi or her
youth. To the outside wor1d the royal palace and i ftower-bripl
gardena seemed a enc:baDted spot of Iaqbter ad revelry. But
to the initiated few. to tlloee favored with the p...word leadiDg
beyoad tbe precincts of tile Louvre. the &Jittering walls told a very
different tale.

Sbadowecl comen appeared to harbor wbisperiq __.
lifted tapeItri revealed MCret doors; ciphered IeUen

• quickly from band to 1Iaad; baDdka'dliefa COIlYeyed ai ..
riders pllopiJII 00 breath- m_a.. to-.tIIe.~~;lUfI...HtI~.
kinpm. In a word, lotripe, like a stealthy eat, crept tbrot&b
the vaulted haIJa of IPleDdor. 1DeUiD& up the broad stain, edIiDI
along the ciIded ... of tile corridor ad wiDdilll ita way iDto
the very UDCtity of the QaeeD' apart:mocI

ADd what the caa80 of all thJI plottiq aDd COUDter-plot-
tiDI? Who the" of'~ .• which
slowly but lUfely bepo to po' die Ki¥ IDiDd tile
Queea and wel1-oi1b wrecked Ibeir IUl'italliapp for
all? Who but ODe ...... a of 01 boaad-
I ambitloD. or prot ad o6---tI'e
MiDister of Praac:e. CIrdiDaI Ric:belieu.

ArmaDd J'" du . de Richeliea. ". at tb' time
at the bei&bt or He Ibe . -of Fraace ia IUs
hand, much a poner a pieee of clay. IIlOldiDI and it
IICCOI'diDI to his wbim and purpoee. ADd even Ricbelieu molded
the 1dD1dom. did be mold the King. For Louis aiD. ftaIt.
jealous, euiIy aroUled, little liven to re8ectiaI on die coasequoo
cea 01 b' impuIeea. Nor". daere &IIJ one to .-traia bim or re
veal to bim the CardioaI'. ultimate aims, UTe one penoa aiODe
the Queen. Her clear abrewd iDatioc:t of WOIIWl could DOt be de
ceived by Ric:beliou's suave dip1olll8CJ. She tbroa&b b tric:b
apia and fully reaIiziD& that his p8CIer.iq to XiD&'s
" ya -all ......

..
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"The Three Musketeers"

-as the supreme. undisputed master of France. Richelieu quickly
grasped the faet that he could DOt hoodwink the Queen; that "'er
wit was proving the solo stumbling block to his ambitions; that in
her he had lound an opponent who would have to be vanquished

~ if he wished to retain bis position as the sole power behind tlie
throne. Hence his enmity to the Queen; his' pursuit of her; bis
determination to undermine ber influence over the King, and. if
need be. to ruin her reputation in order to ICbieve his ends.

By subtle insinuations be bad already begun to effect an
estrangement between the King and bis unfortunate consort. Hints
dropped DOW and. ..-in by the Cardinal caused Louis to regard bis
'wife with suspicion; the babit of corresponcline willi lier brother,
the King of Spain, was seized upon by Ricbelieu as a pretext to
rouse doubts as to her loyalty to France; her pride and self-control
were misinterpreted to the- King as indifference to b· affection.
It wanted but something concrete. some flet wbicb the Cardinal
could tum into a deBnite accusation to cause a permanent breach
between Louis and Anne. It was this flet that Riebelieu was wait
ing to find; carefully he bided his time unul the occaion should
present itself. Sooner or later he counted on entrapping the un·
suspecting Queen. I

And this occasion did present itself. Fot Anne. neglected as
she now was by her busband, passed most of ber days in. ~e se·
clusion of ber ap~ents, surrounded only by the most I,"n:'ate
of her ladies-in-waiting. True. she appeared at court functio~
whenever the KilJg commanded. To the world she seemed to smile
her gracious. royal smile by the side of her cleIightecl husband.
.But in pite of this public attempt at mastine her foelinp, there
was an emptinelila in her reprd, an unsatis8ecl searcbiq for an
inde6nable something. bleb could DOt escape the eye of the ym
pathetic observer. And such an observer did at last come upon the
scene, areatly to the Cardinal's satisfaction, for in him he saw the
instrument which was to serve the Queen"s undoing.

It was at one of the receptions of the Foreign Powers that the
Duke of Buckingham. envoy of Chari. First of EncIand. first was
presented to the Queen. He known far and. wide as the hand·
somest man of his time; the most accomplished of courtiers. of
unbounded wealth and of noble tradition. Ooe glance at the Queen
revealed to him his destiny. He read the secret sorrow hidden in
her bosom· in a moment his impulsive nature ftamed into a rom
antic passl~n. Henceforth his duty. as he deemed it. stood out in
shiniq letters. Somehow. somewhere. he was determined to tell
her of his devotion and try to bring a little happiness into that sad
existence of hers. As vet his plans were confused. All he kant
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was that hi~ wbole being trelDbled at the thoqbt of ber; that be
was ready, .f need be, to lay down his lite for his diviDity if bJ
such a sacrifice be might bring bact pe8Ce and contentment 'to b~
empty beart.
~ his~wjoum in Paris-be--sougbt-by every meaDII til

c0!1vey blS sentiments to ber. The pards of the palace were
bnbed; the tradesmen, who ubmitted various goods and. trinbta
to tempt royifftste. were approached in order to coavey letters and
flowers to !he Queen. And c:banc:e favored him; for be 800Il learnt
of a .certalD Constance BonlCieux, a c:barming young girl of im.
press~onable•. romantic nature who bappened at that time to be
Anne favorite CoIllIUCe Ii¥ia&-Wl·...r-.....
a mean, miserly creature. Nothing was easier than to II'OMe tb~
fellow's palm and lIus to come in touch with the nioc:e. Did.
not know full well bow unhappy her royal mistreas as? Had
not oft~ seen ber wipe ••y a secret tear? Buckingham' ardeot
comp 10~ for the poor Queen' lot could. but appeal to a &Irl of
Constance s temperament. Before loog she had become Love's
messenger. carryinl Buckingham's perfumed notes to Amle when
ever a fresh command of frills and furbelows took hOll to the
palace. -

The Queen. although surprised and shocked at the boldness of
~ucki~gham·s.decl~tions, could not belp being toac:bed. by the
slDcenty of blS devotion. After all it would bave been more than
human. had his oiti oot aroused some sort of respoou fa her
neglected heart. Yet she realized, It once the utter bo,pel_1IIOl1i
of ~i passion; that it would lead toa~ but unbappi aad.
penl. She never answered him, aeith by wriftea nor by
spoken message. But ·0 e could not reIist . Jet-
ters. It was so sweet to know that there a someone bo cared
for her in this empty world of•• • t
could a few sucb lettea-..m8tter? BucltiD&bam would be returDiag
to England In modIer 1IIe epi80de d
into a cbarmlnc memory-lite the sudden meeting of two pairs of
eyes from coacbes that pass on the hip road.

Buckingham left IIBd the wee p ,but till from En&Iand
came those ardent notes with a persistence that bepn to disturb
and di tress th~ Quten. The thing must end. She wished. it bad
never begun; It wa WfODI. absurd. impoaible. W'bat woa1d be
her position if the Kine fdud put? Thank Heaven be bad nqt
And yet, had he? For an event bad taken plllCO wbleb 8Jlod Ann~
full of dread. Buckingham bad beeD proposed by Enlland Am
bassador to France, and for lOIIIe reason or other Kiua Loaia had
refused to approve of his nomination. Nay more: be bad threat-

..
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"The Tliree Mrukeuers"

coed Buckin.&blDl~sarrest should he _ loot illF~ What WIS
the reason lor this? Surely lOIDe political ODe, IIIIbowD to tbe
Queen. For not a soul had leamt 01 BncJrin&bam' letters; nobody
knew of them save Constance. Even the ladi..iD-ftitiDI, IIU'
roundilll the Queen ipored the arrival 01 tbeIo IflCI'et • iv••
Besides, if they hadkDown, they could be trQated---oae IIld alL

But it wu bere that ADae happened to be miItatea. For
amongst ber moet intimate ISIOCi ODe, MilacIJ de iDter,
a beautiful EngIiah wom.. who _iled IIld CUI'tai6d aDd •
apparendy only to do the Queen', biddiDI. But beneath aU this
devotion there burned I very dilrereat purpoee. Tbll~ tbfs
readiDell DOIIItIfI'bUt tiS an ena.~ CI.-W
wu the paid spy 01 the Cardinal. Not. word, DOt a 1DO¥e,
a look of Anne's but wu reported to bim faithfully within the
The Queen wu sold to him, bocly and 1OU1; 10111 ago abe bad
come his unconscious prisoner and Milldy ber Jafler.

And that fa y tbia JlitteriaI of F,.... wIUeIt eo -de-
z1ed the world, wu in reality a daapon; that II wily ita lau&bter
and music rang hoUow, and wily the fUle laid by iDtripe reUy
at~moment to be lit "-Y tbo-JCIr~IL-.Aa!lf-:JlOIII=---IIJ.-l_aat,,_~_
the explOSion mipt take place, leavinl belliDcl it notbiq but a
mus of wreckage upon wbich Ricbelieu JCOlUlted to clim.b ItiU
higher and higher.

)
.- On a certain sunny aftCll'8OOn King Louis bacllaid IIide .trairs

of state and imited the Cardinal to a pme of cb • The KiDI
prided himself on h' play; be pneraIly WOD. 1b' IS not 80
due to the exceUeace of his pale, as to the lact that his courtiers
considered it pod m...... to IoIe to their sovereip. Ricbeliea,
however, bad DO acb., to
comer the King, it ftahecl across bls mfDd t be mf&bt the
game in order to brilll home Ibe purpoee OD which be ever
intent; namely, Ibe Wlc1enia& Of breach between Kina lIIId
Queen. Had not that IDOI'Iliag Louis received a req from
land auaestilll the withdrawal of b' oppoIftfoD to B as
Ambaudor to France? And bad.D~Ric...Ueu a1reacIy aowa ,.
seeds of doubt in the Kine's with recard to BuckfD'" ,
persistence in wishiol to come Paris ?

ID the Queen's chamber, at Ibe otIier end of Ibe com40r, sat
Anne, surrounded by her fawrite ledies-iD-waltiDl, Usteninl to the
plaintive lOoes of • lute. And bow the maaic bd ceued, and Mi
lady was expatiatio« Oil the beautl 01 EaaUah melediee and the
charm of Ea&lilh life 111 paeral, DOt 80 much beca abe really
felt what she said, but in order 10 'Watch the Queen's emotion at
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eph, his right band man, bad secret instructions to glide about the
corridora of tho palace ill order to pick up any uwa which ... to
be conveyed to 1be CII'diul. MilMy, tboreIore. bel'
information to Fadler Joseph, who cam it to tile ... by
means of a slip of paper containing a powder bieb Ricbelioa had
been ordered to tate.

~o sooner ... the Cardinal ill possession of tile fact, than he
began to play more than ever upon. tho Kinl'. jealousy.- One an-
alogy after anoCb« was hinted at skillfully by him be moved
hi. knisht to fIu'Oaten Lou' queea. At tho KiaI wrouabt
to such a pitch of race that he lIung out of the room and iIlm the'
chamber of poor, etart1ed Anne. He insisted on ia& all bet cor-
respGndcnec., NUl BndinC:-in.l incrimin'~ in ... turned
to search ber person. fully, Anne dift from "Ii.. e
Jetter she had just witteD, bandiDI it to bim before be could~
complish the threateIled iIldipit)'. Louia hanied from pre-
sence into tho corridaI' .... the with:::~=.A smile or relief aad JiPted f
to the Clrdinal, who, at tile odIer ead of the ball,. the
storm wbich he bad aroused. 'Aa be approacbecl IUs ro'" 1UIter,
Louis could not refrain from illl to him, "Little about ""'*101-
.ham.- J u lord Cardinal."

Ricbelieu' 8CO, ravaged by care iIiid·'U~'...-~- p icT'·-.:..-----I...~
annoyance as be re,ad the letter addreseed to the KiD& of Spain, in
which Anne beged bet brother to UIe bis lnIIneace with LouJa to
rid her of lIle • of CardiDaL Yet His •
far too to
due to the fact dial tile letter oentaiaed no ref
ham. On the contrary, be pretended to be,.... reUeved diat tile
only reference ill it to bbD aloDe IIId that It In no , betrllyed
the honor 01 the KlDl. But Louis flDed to oIlIene
was tbat the CInliul reIIiIIed of '
signature; nor did the Kina reawt the amne liidi plaJed fiPOD
his OIIiFatic featar. as his crafty mind plotted fresh p'" to rain
the Queen.

And Ricbelieu would have ucceeded but for the fact that Fate
is stronger than die strongest of bUman ca1cuIatlons. For lOIRe
one unknown as yet to any of tile actors in bis tIDI1ed elrama.
someone with all the force and directll of youth, was about to.
appear upon the lCCIle, and so confnse and confoun,t this best laid'
plan of the Cardinal's, that be would at lut be driven to throw up
his hands and to cry, "Hold' Enough '"

1.
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the mention of Buckinlham; 'Whose qame she skillfully interwove
in her recital. But the Queen, save that her sad lOok might have
grown a trifle sadder, did not betray herself by word or gesture.
She listened with a faint smile on her lips, her thoughts far away.

Were they wandering over there to England, to diat ardent
lover who was waiting in vain for a sign from her? Or :were they
in Spain, the country of her birth and childhood, at her brother's
court, her sole refuge for sympathy and consolation? Who
knows?--

At that very moment Constance, the little seamstress, entered
the Queen's apartment, a bandbox upon her arm. OnCl glance of
the eye showed Anne 1hat 1110 young "lid was brinciac her IOIIte im
portant message. So, as soon as Constance had artfully spread her
laces and friUs to attract the attention of the ladies-in- aiting, the
QUeen readily consented to their examining the 8Imy wares. In
the meantime Constance hurried to the side of ber mistress and
placed a note in her hand, unobserved by all save the ever-watch
ful eyes of Milady. Again a letter from Buckingham' With dilll
culty the Queen restrained her emotion as she recognized his crest

_ on the handkerchief enveloping it. Secreting the missive in the
folds ot her gown, andCliim tq 1rer-1adhfs, UTe"Constaftee alone,
she broke the seal and read:

Madame, my Queen:
I beseech you bid me basten to France, that I

- may teld -you from the Cardinal's persecutieull
with all the strength of an ardent devotion,
which you, alas, have ever scorned.

Your Majesty's most humble sine,
Buckingham.

For a second Anne hesitated. Should she answer this letter?
Should she point out to Buckingham the madness, the futility of
this proposal? Should she implore bim, command him-not to
write ..aln? What could aucb letters IS his poIIibIy do but cause
her misery and unrest, only making ber realize all the more the
utter emptiness of her exi tence. Evidently she decided to resist
the temptation of ring him, for, with a igh, she reduced his
note to ashes. Yet now she turned to her desk and, seizing a quiU,
began burriedly to pen a note. Had she changed her mind?

Meanwhile Milady lost no time in hurryiq down the corridor
to appraise the Cardinal of the secret delivery of a letter to the
Queen, which no doubt came from Bucltingham. It was impossible
at that moment for Milady to approacb the Cardinal in person,
since he was engaged at chess in the King' apartment. But there
were always ways of communicatinc with Richelieu. Father Jos-

~----"""---_iiiIii!iii ""'__~ ~ """" '"
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Far down in the vino-clad aouth of France, in the ancient tow
of Tarbea, a YOUDI man'_ heart w.. beatina biP be mldo ready
to leave the home of bia fatbon. His keen eye ftaabed forth a
spirit of un courap and darin&; his trim. erKt 8p{e pr0
claimed a body under perfect coatrol He IooItecl the ftIT eeeeace
of his timo-a blade of steel persoaifted. His name w.. D'Artq
nan. He sprang from .. proud a nee .. &OJ in Gucoay. But
evil days had fallen on his noble boUle; poverty drmD& him
forth in search of fortune. And 10 the partin& hour between him
and bis father bad come; a word or two of advice, a al. pane, a
venerable bone of aatrron hue, one more embrilce, and the~
young hawk ftuttered forth on the wi.... of adventure.

"Three thinp I would have you bear in mind,.. the elder D'Ar-
tagnan bad- said. '<t.oyaItrto tile Kina; 1'I"'8'l.,.0III'leMaeetee....~llf'CIliDtil--- "-'-....~""
and devotion to the Queen; but above aU--PlGHT I Fipt Ibo
more _ioco dueDing is forbidden; for thus ahal1 you doubly •
your COIII'SItI t"

Henco it ". that the youth, as he NDblecl alone tho
glared ferocioully at &DJ p.....-by who cbancod to ami10
contrat between the heavy, lamberiDl hone and the Ipre
of his rider, clreaaed in a for&otten f ion, but beariaI b f
with all the pride and dignity of a cavalier of the KiQI.

'WIll DrAifiiiWi IS
highroad to Paris, we return to Ricbelieu and bis IDlIChinatiODl.
The letter of tile Queen as lIti1l in h· poaIOISion. ith its aid

f-.--":i-- a ac:rivener 800II forpd a note, appareetIy witteD by Queen,
belli.. .qham to como to It
a· ....• couaterfeit •
ruse, the Cardinal manqocl to obtain. ThaI, •• I the ----. ~_.-:
to the Count de Rocbofort, of h· wealares, he "':lenlld
take it to an inn at MOUIII, a spot SOlDO leapes tID the
capital. Here be to pas it on to~J who him
there and thence convey the note to London to< the Duke of
Backfn&bam..

Now it chanced that on the very d.,. that de Roellefort im-
patiently awaitinc Milady'_ arrival, D'Artapan rode into tho court
yard of the ae1f-llllJDO inn. To a man of the world b"ke de Roell.
fort, the I t of the alim yoath on his bap yellow bone coalcl
but present a droll spectacle; DOl' did he hesitate to laugh uproar
iously. Thus far on his journey our yoan, Gacon had manqecl
to frow down the smiles provqked by his appearance; but to be
laughed at by one whose dress and bearinl proclaimed bim a po-
tleman and a courtier, w.. more than he could endure. Otoldng
with wrath, he sprang from his horse, and seizing de Rochefort by

, I
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the a.rm, he wildly demanded an explanation. At this moment
Milady's coach drove up before the ian an4 de Rochefort, contemp
tuously waving the younl man away, faD to pay his respects to
ber. The insult was too mach for D'ArtIIpan Hurling aside two
stable boys, bo tried to restrain him, b niIIied after de Rocbe
fort, flung him from the carriqe apinst which he was leaning and
with a rapid apology to the lady, cInw his oni from i soCbard,
determined to demand satisfaction from the tranger. Our hero
bad a wrist of steel and the qlUty of a panther; it might indeed
bave gone hard with de Rochefort bad not an army of domestics
and stable boys, marshalled by the landlord, pounced upon D'Ar
tagnan from.bebind and, despite his fierce struggles, pinned him to
the ground.

In the confusion lSe 'RCJCIlefort m qed to ]) n tile noTe for
Buckinpam to Milady with the cardinal's instructions to tate it
to London without delay. Milady nodded consent and drove or
burriedly in one direction, whilst de Rochefort, mounting his horse.
sped I*k tow'" Paris. At last D'Artagnan managed to abake or
his captors and brandiabilll his sword wildly, called in aib OD his
enemy to give him satisfaction. He- was gone. But D'Artapan,
mounting his ancient quadruped, swore venpance against the mys
terious dark man with the Ie" on his cheek. Some day he vo"e:i
he would meet him again and mHe him pay for liis inso ence to
the ull.

___~....wu market day auhe lltel 'of Paris..- Tbe.a-ow4 tbK:k,
pusbiq bitbel"' and thither. Shopkeepers and treet-vendors were

I--+-~._--MOUda. *-iF- •. .. 1IIeir plump wins.-~=~
stood bargaininl at the various stalls; masked ladies nodded from
their chairs to plumed cavaliers; coKbes of the nobility sent the
rabble scattering .. they rattled by, reganlless of the shins and
bones of the lower ont...

ThroUlb all this hurly-burly rode the young Gascon, amazed.
For the Brat tUno in b· aimplo· bad he. auch .. world
of animation and swing. So this was Paris; this busy, burrying.
scurrying, cha~wbirl that eddied before 'him? Tb' .. the
place that was to offer bim his future? He gazed and lazecl,
drinkinR in the ecene before him, aD astonisbeel smile OR bls feat-
ures. Here at lut he felt that he was face to face with life.

It was not long before D'Arfjgnan hid IfU1)Od the direrence
between his own provincial attire and that of the tasteful Parisians.
In I than half an bour he had ex pd his old hone for a hat
with a dancing feather, and in leas dme again he had dillCOVered
lodgings, fortune leading him to that self-same Master Bonacleux.

•
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whose pretty niece, Constance, was aeamstraIa to the Queen. And
yet perbaps-it waa not entirely a matter of fortune, for whether
D'Artagnan Ioclged ill one bouse or lQOtber, TiM lOttIed for him
quietty enough by a PmPse of the IoYeIy eyes of CoDStaIIce, who
chancecl to be loitering ill the clootwaY of ber bome.

The neJ:t morning our bero waa standing in the preMD<:e of
Monsieur de Trevflle, captain of tile 1<10&' MUIIteteers ith a
lette~ of introeluetion from his father to this old rnead of bis. De
TreviUe happenecl not to be in a good bumor and for lite follow
ing reason: great rivalry eJ:isted between the King's Musketeers
and the Cardinal's Guards. There was constant friction between
them; brawls, challenges, duele were of daily occurrence. Just
a! the moment of D'~an's arrival.. de T~1l bad been ad
Vised of lOme frail quarrels between bis men and the CardhIaI's
Biddin~ D'Artagnan be seated for • moment, be lI1IIIUDODed th~
three nngleadera, AthOl, Portbos and Aramie, and gIVe them a
very stem lecture. YOf in spite of the severity of his words bis
tone clearly showed his affection and pride in Ilia mea· nor C:OWd
he suppress a fatherly smile as, like so many achool~ they lefe
the room after his Idmonitiona.

. At last, giving bis attention to D'Artapan, be kinclly but de8.
rnteiy toIcLtbe YOUIII~ 6at ~. 4f be
coming a King's Musketeer could not be realized until be bad serv
ed a thorough apprentic:esbip in lOIfte otraer fCliment. D'AJ'tapan
had been greatly impressed by the three musketeers: Atboa with

-'"·---bia 4ignified a4-..... .~ ,
geous raiment· Aramis, with his elepnce and re8nement of .:::
ner; so that the thoqht of not beieg aclmJtted at once IIlto their
glorious company came to him .. a double disappointment. He
turned from de Treville to the window in order to master his bit
terness, wben suddenly, as be gaecl in to the street belo" his 0JClI
fell upon tile dark man with tile scar-tbe bated man of the inn at
Meung. With a cry he rusbed from the room.

18 the llall-way .. bruIbed ...- who but lately bad
been wounded in a 8pt and therefore could not belp utterinC a
cry of pain. Before D'Artagnan knew it, lie bad enppd himself
in a duel for one o'clock on the following day outside llie waIJa eft
t!Je Cannelite Convent. Hastening down Ibe steps ·to regain lost
time, be became entangled in the broad ctoak of Portboa. In trying
to disengage bimself, be managed to reveal to the IaugbJng by.
standers that tbis elaborate covering bid a patched and tom bal·
drick. D'Artagnan's apologies were in vain. Porth., whOle van
ity had been severly injured, insisted on satisfaction; the time was
set for a quarter past one of the next day and aI80 by tile waUs or

1
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"A~ for OM, one for aUl" •
The Muskneers and D'Artapan make a pact of

frietUhhlp.

;

their no'" then and there and body the battle wiled. IlrIt ODeI
then die ot&er bPinI the adYantap. At 1Mt die bold, oripw
metbod of D'Attapa beplr10 pnrniL Over table.'; dI,airlIlAIIId
countera he *oft -Iris-~ oppoaeat out in to tIuJ street;
he pinned him apinst a wO, . bfm and sent 111m ..cw~1I

frantically clown the alley;-_ • nioas &pre of t
.-deI.t. W· • cry 01 Jor, ell'
young comrade shoulder hip and bore him In triumph to his l0d
gings. Henceforth their motto became: "AD for one, ODe lor aU."

. ,...



So time slipped by wbilst our young proviDCial learnt the ways
and means of Paris life. And day by day bis love for the fair
Constance deepened and ripened. The beaveaa bad indeed been
kind in leading him straipt to ber beart. He longed to woo and
to wed her. ~And yet he felt that he, a peanilesa cadet, had DO

. right to do so; at leut not until, by lOme aceptional let of valor
and daring, be could establish the complete cOn8cteDce of his su
periors and so lay a solid foundatioa to bis career. But where w.
the occasion to come from to prove his worth? He bid shown well
enough that he could Bght; what he needed DOW was a cause to
fight for? Was that cause ever going to present itself? How? When ?
Where? With all the impatience of youth, D'Artapan bepa to
fret and grumble and often at the end of another loaI clay would
fling himself wearily to bed and toss and turn till his bealthy nature
at last found repose in leep.

Meanwhile the Duke of Buckingham in Englucl had received
the forged letter purportin& to come from the Queea. and oyer·
joyed at its contents, bad secretly hastened to the Frencb capital.
Here be waited bidden in obscure quarters untU be mipt IIy to
his beloved Anne. The Cardinal Imew that he bad left Bqland
but WllS unable to discover his whereabouts in Paris. From .noaa

--+---repom 0 lie felt wnftdent 1bat-oOllllaar1D1l...._--.:~-~
quainted with the hiding place of the Duke. Richelieu therefore
dispatched de Rochefort and a body of his guards to the Boucieux
house to wring the information from her. If need be, the rough.
est, cruel t methods were to be put into aecation to force the
wretched girl to speak.

In the dead of the night D'Artapan was auddenlY aroU8ed bj
a woman's screams. He sat up and listened. Yea, it came from the
floor below. Constance!-In a lIab be bad spI'1IDC from • bed
and, ord in hand, plunged down the narrow ataircase. He .tore
open the door only to lindCoDSbIIICe stFugliq and wrllhinl under
the torture of the Cardinal's ndIIanI. LI e li&btning b nord
played amoupt them. In another instant be haa _ her free IDd
draUed her through the &atdilll .... out of the room,. IIiqing
the door to, behind him. As be beld her in bJs arms Ibe furIouB
blades of his attackers pierced the worm-eaten paneIa of the oat.
In another moment be had thrown ber over b' lIhoalder like a limp
rag and leapt up the stairs to his room, boltin& and barricadiD& the
door between him and bis aggreaors. The Cardinal's 0.....- were
hot on his trail. Already they were p iog thel' way iato bis
room when D'Artagnan, trusting to the ill and strength of his
splendid body, climbed through the attic window with his precfoaa
burden, out over the teep roofs and along the leaden gutters II.

.
Meeting Constance in the palace, D'Artagnan stops

to make love to her.

•
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"The Three Musketeers"

he man_pel tp 8nd a way to freedom by dropping into a silent
court, hUe bts batnect enemy-stood gapiq at his prow_ in 'WOIl

der and rage.
Const'nee as still cUncine breathlessly to her lover's arms,

while D'Artagnan was trying to Calm ber, urginJ er to reruge
in IOtne eoMeIlt for the niJltt; But tile JOUIItaUt woal4 DOt lilteD
to his propcl6lls. As the t10ck in the bell tower struck the bour,
she seemed suddenly to control .henelf and told him, with a
strangely dellnite maDDer, that she was forced to leave him, as she
was proceeding on a most important emmd; so importaat and mys
terious in fact, that she besouabt him Dot to folio her. And with
a smile and a kiss blown from her delicate Bnpr-tips, she s!ipped

--~pas"'-·t·him round a comer, belore lie was able Ipin to *lUe with
her. Fearing for her fety, be could Dot help disobeyinl her in
Junctions, and lollowed her cautiously from afar. What wts his
surprise to see her suddenly met by a man mufllled iD a heavy
cape. The twe seemed .. lor -..._ ........ 9N8l..d
toward the bridle leadinl to the Louvre. D'Artapan' jealousy
ftamed up within bim. ForcettiDl all of Constance' orders, be
rushed after ber and p in& ber and e unknown cava-
lier. wu about to clra nord, whell the J01IDI &id. yiq his

an
Duke of ~Dpam. In a -:~~~
bll OnIoe's pardoD ad p~
at . 'lb.
lor I hba to
Qu

broqht me to

to bls entreltl.,•

•

-
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flcient for him to know his secret of hers-and to taunt ber with the
knowledge of it if he chose to do so. After all, what IJ:e&ter re
venge could be-wish for? She felt certain 1bat-bad he meant to
do more, he would have lIOupt out me iaq at eace. The tbe1JIbt
soothed ber. She WIS convinced that the incident wa closed. Sbe
breathed more freely; she began indeed to become abaorbed in
her work.

There came a knock on the door. It WIS the King himself,
smiling, gracious, the charming busband of former days. Evidently
he did not know. The cardinal had not poken. The Queen rose
to creet him. He nodded pleaantly and &IUlounced: . •

"I have come to remind you, Madame, that the State Ball will
*ake place in a very few days. I islt-yoq to bonor me on that
OCCISion by wearina the diamond clap I recently eave you."

The blow had fallen. It wa clear to Anne that behind these
ords spoke the Cardinal. He had bot relented. He bid worn

her undoin&; be meant to accomp1i8b it With all the self<ontroi
he was able to muter, abe nodded acquiescence to the Kine and

looked up, meetinl bia- eyes calmly. But a Ibe raieecl ber &lance
she caqbt the shadow of the Cardinal on the door of ber room.

>--~__-=Her suspicions were conJlrmed. Four more dayS and she would be
ruin. our more ys ve,

Sbe curtsied a Louts left her PrelOllCO; but once the door bad
clicked in its IocIt, her knees pve way from under her. Had it
not been for Constance e oaId hue falleo to. the Jloor. Sho
turned to the )'01IIII &itl in despair. tbera-llCl &J out of this
terrible situation? How abe to pit tile diamonds? For
on the return of j . ole of
ber future. W there DO ODe ClOtiItl trait? 0 ODe re8dy to
come to ber aid amonpt ... the f coartien and i. that m-

•dently surrounded her? She looked at th Iarp
beseeching eyes, DO Ionpr • Only .....aa appal_. to

another oman in her bitt.. ~~O:fa.::-:I:-i
ADd \oj tbo1..... of • man

ho could iadeecl ClOIIIe to ; in the world
who seemed as aent by ProYIdeDce to e tile Queee' boaoI'-
D'Artapan. Annnoo ed fa • tile ODIy
vquely reICbed her earL Who tile man.? CoulcI be be trust·
ed? Would be clare risk his Ufe on IUdI • periloua errand?

Then CoDatance told all abe knew of him. She ap1Ii how,
in a week, be bad become the talk of Paris; bow be bid panled
the private eatrance to the pa1Ice on that fateful nipt of the
Queen's meetiq with Budd...I..IIIl; how be the IOU1 of dliv
alry and dariq; how, In flCt-and bere Conatanc:e bl ud

+
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doaly turDed. Attac:kinl Ihe lUll COJU:II1ed bebiad th~ ~es

IeadiaIm die~ be foqbt IUs ., tbroa&b the pardi Out
side, dcnra die oat ..
hurried to tile
to give blm up or Da. •
loy rv~ Plaacbet, were pIlopiq at run speed aIcmI the bip-
road to Calais.

.
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ing Milady, on pretense of bringing him meuaaea from the Queen,
foUDd it only too eM)' to hold the Dub'. atteDtion. DurinI the
performance of an It8IiaD ballet abe leeDt upon tile .. of his dlair
ed, under cover or lHtr rm,.mlDlpCI to cut lbe eliamODds from bis
breast. Buckiqbam, quite UDCOIISCioua of e loss. rose to greet
lOme other pests; aad lAilady, IIIatI::IriDI tIrO opportunity, puabed
through Ibe throng and buniecl toward Ibe street. Even as abe
paasecl out of Ibe palace ga ,D'Artagnan, travel-atainecl and
breathless, crosaecl ber on Ibe threshold. He lookecl at ber in aur
prise; ber face and rurtive manner atrueIt bim as oclclly familiar.
Where bad be seeo ber before? Suddenly be remembered that
thia wu the woman in Ibe coach at Meunc. wbere he 8rst encoun-
te b etfemy, die mill wllb tint iC&i. 'file 1IUIIr",-hIl_!llI-
her a letter; they were confeclerat~e was sure of that. What
WQ abe doing bere? He turnecl to one of the attenclants to ucer
tain ber name. "Mi1acly de Winter," be was told.

A few moments later be WIS closeted with Buckingham, to
wbom be presented the letter of the Queen. The Duke realizecl
at once that the jewels, bowever dear to bim, m be resrorecl to
ber~ut cle1ay. H' bancI went to his breut; Ibe cliamonda were

_+_+II- no 10 er there. Who bad taken them? He tumecl a de8pairinc
look toward D'Artapan, w en SUdcleliTy lie w
across the Iatter'a mind. It was clear to bim that there was one
person who could bave stolen the jeweJ.-MiIUy I He COIIlIIIUD
icatecl his auspicioas to the Duke, who, recoIlec:tinC various inataa-
ces of die eveoin&. felt It 0 til D'Atti~ on the riPt
tnICIt. Efa,Ibiu& be reader • in
repinina thCllll and rellCbiaa Paris in - for Ibe State Ball. So
JlucIrin&Imn pl8cecl in bis band a ring which wouId.procdre bim .
fresh relays of bonee all the ay on bis return journey to the
Frenc:b capital and bade him Gocl-tpeect.

lbe abip which bore Mibdy back to CaIaia "a about to set
sail wIleD I)'Artape t.pt on board. She ... retired to her cabin,
feelina that her stroke in obtainina die jeWels had earned her a
goodDi~. e dilItw bed by myoDe till j before
the arrival of the abip til Ibe Freacb port. of tiD clawn did D'Art
agnan effect an entrance into her cabin. After a violent 1tnIg1e,
in "bieb Milady made several Yicio.. stabs at bim with ber clager,
be ftnally suc:ceecled in wresting the diamonds from her. But 80
teoaeioaaly had abe clutched ber prize, that in hi effort to make
her rela her ftnpn, be was forced to imprint bis teeth upon theaa.
Not until then was he able to secure the jewels. Meanwhile the
crew, hearing ber cries for help, began to batter in the cabin door
and were abont to burl tbemselv. upon D'Artqnan, wh_ he

•
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.. plwapd throu&b the window out iDto abe sea aa4.... .aIlore, in
spite 01 tbo . which .... tile spurt Uout bilL

Once GIl Iud, DfArtapan it to a.loaad· ~

about route to Paris. Thus Mllacly anel de RocbefOl1, who joined
ber at~ re8Cbed.tbe city before .our hero. 1'heJ- once
to RicbeUeu to inform bim of the failure of dleir expedition. At
tbjs news the stoic calm of tbe areat Minister eleeertecl him apcl be
bunt into a paruysm of rqe. But, eletermined to ....tdl victory
from defeat, he pYe ord«ri dlat flVerr- pte to PIIris be parcled,
anel a double cordon of soldiers be stationed around tile Louvre, in
oreler.to mako it impouible for D'Artqoan to reacti die Queea.

Mia preewde. __ .. ,
on arriviD& at Ibo pt. of Paris, felt convinced Ibat he "ald not
be ed to enter tho town pelCeably and 10 eeot bia eernnt,
Plancbet. clisguisOcl in bis hat and jerkin, to dislnlct the don
of Ibo Cardin..•• men from his own movementa. Meuwhile he
himself floated clown the SeiDe aDd bdD GIl • raft w.aeel
with fagots. Stealdlily Ire made his way to the river-pte of Ibo
Louvre.

Ho had pined Idm'

..
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Thus, with Constance by his ide, surrounded by his three'
friends to whose glorious regiment be bad just been admitted,
D'Artqnan wa summoned to the ball. Before the whole court
the King diatiqu' ed bim by special favor, and ~'s eyes shone
upon hiar' aiIeat gratitude. But clearer than the. smile of his
pcioua Queen ere the smnes of bis beloved Constance and the
hmdslulkleB of h' three loyal friends, AtheIs, Porthos and Aramis.
And to the end of their days tbelr motto ever remained: "AU for
one, one for ......

empty jewel use, whidl aile, all UIlCOaacious, brought triumphantly
to Richelieu. The moment the hllCUert room the Queen p-
peel forftrd to receive-dle diamon4Ia D'Aaupaa who olferecl
them to 1m' on bemjed knee. Ne¥er beeo aerved
more yaUy by subject. Words could not empress what Anne felt
toward D'Artapan for his splendid clevotiOll.

Meanwhile Richelieu, in order to make sure that no friends of
D'Artagnan might assist him in the return'" of the diamonds, had
caused the arrest of the three Musketeers and of Constance. But
realizing at lut that he had been outwitted at every tun, he de
cided that it woulc\ be more politic to make friends with a mID who
had undoubtedly a great future before him. So he seat for D'Art-apart" . . . . . aml' •
order to win blm over completely, he offered him a poeition in his
Guards. De Treville, however, had been able to imp.... the King
so favorably with the merit and skill of the young Gucoa, Ibat be
had obtained the King' to admit him at once to his Mus
keteers. Before D'Artapm, tberef~ could reply to Card
inal's olrer, de TreviUe had arrived upon the 8CeIle placed up
on the young man' shoulders the cape of the M eteers, which
proclaimed him one of the company to which he had 80 ardently

"The Three Musketeer!" ;
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"AU for one,
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One for a/I!"
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